
Circus 
Mälarporten

Circus Mälarporten welcomes you to a new and 
spectacular placemaking strategy towards a safe 
and inclusive new city district. The proposal sug-
gests a circus concept – a touring, temporal, trans-
portable set of different interventions to colonize the 
new area in different places in different periods of 
time as the construction of Mälarporten continues. 
The circus area finds different configurations within 
four different sites throughout a period of ten years’ 
time. 
 
Why a circus? Some critical problems can be attack-
ed with the circus concept. 

Moveable & temporal
The nature of the circus is to move around. This is 
suitable for the site as development can continue 
without being hindered by the temporal inventions. 
It is also easier to create an intimate space with 
smaller physical structure, something needed for an 
area that do not yet have people living there. This is 
smart way of using as little resources as possible in 
something that we know will be temporal.

Colorful & luminous
The circus theme brings joy and happiness to its 
location with all the colors and lighting associated 
with the circus theme. In Mälarporten, the circus is 

designed as a lit up star in the industrial desert.
Activities for all
Activities attract people and people attract more pe-
ople. The circus offers a variety of activities to fur-
ther bring sense of safety and life to the area.

A natural meeting point
The programming strives towards being a natural 
meeting point in double sense. The social aspect is to 
welcome people from all of Västerås to take part in 
the programmed activities. The green aspect, the na-
tural aspect is to allow for different sorts of temporal 
planting. What is designed is the movable planters 
and the moveble small scale farming slots!

For each configuration the circus area is designed 
with elements from four different themes: culture 
& events, play & sports, food & drinks and green 
& growing, themes identified to attract a variety of 
social spheres and to connect them within the fra-
mework of the circus. The mix of sociotopes gives 
great value for a small piece of land as the diffe-
rent activities will create synergy effects towards a 
social mix in the area Mälarporten, even before its 
construction.

The themes all have small and portable architectural 
constructions to allow for the activity in mind, some 
spontaneous and some more formal.
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Culture & events
The culture tent is the strongest architectural identity of the area with a signi-
ficant circus tent shape. The tent offers shelter, expands towards its surroun-
dings and connects with the stage. The stage and culture tent together can 
hold events like outdoor cinema, exhibitions, performances and concerts.

Play & sports
Play and sports is important to attract children to the circus area and to bene-
fit public health. Play can take place in two different areas, either the formal 
playground or the sculpture park to support informal play and help to reach 
the 4th dimension. For sports, courts suitable for temporal use could be vol-
leyball or pétanque where sand can be easily transported between sites. The 
design therefore supports activities for all ages!

Food & drinks
A way to find common ground for the project is to introduce food and drinks. 
The café and the outdoor seating could potentially be an arena for local far-
ming, farm stands and local food producers as well for cooking classes and 
commercial café business. To attract even more activities parking spots for 
food trucks are introduced.

Green & growing: 
The industrial vibe to the site could surely need some green elements, both 
for better microclimate and to bring identity to the circus. Planters suggested 
are easily moved with trucks and designed to withstand the harsh conditions 
of the site. To compliment the trees some small-scale farming is suggested 
together with bee habitats.
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The proposal pays special attention in creating activities all year round, for all 
seasons. For example, the winter sports could potentially substitute volleyball 
and boule as a ice skating rink is easily put up in cold months.

The sense of safety is a critical issue for the area of Mälarporten. The tempo-
ral character of the circus allows for temporal lighting installations without 
feeling too rough. The proposal suggests a network of guiding lights towards 
the circus as “clues” towards the circus and throughout all of the site giving 
the sense that the area is activated. The networks connect with the site of 
influence to support movement both towards the circus and throughout the 
site for people that just want to pass by. And as we know, movement and good 
lighting is very much related to the level of perceived safety.
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